
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Where Our Hearts Are 

 

       Have you ever noticed how it always seems to be the last lines of the gospel* that 

always hit home? Sometimes I find myself sitting in my nice comfy armchair and I catch 

myself dreaming about winning the lottery or coming into a large inheritance or 

making a huge killing in the stock market.  

     At that time - I tell myself - I could buy anything that I want. And I say I would be 

able to travel wherever and whenever I would like. But it’s then that my guardian angel 

whispers in my ear these words of Jesus, “What profit does he show who gains the whole 

world and destroys himself in the process?” 

     Now I know that there may be nothing wrong with having a lot of money and doing 

a lot of traveling. Still, when these things become more important to us that God is 

important to us…IF our desires for the things of earth become greater than our desires 

for the things of heaven, then we have a problem. A very serious problem. 

     This problem is not just about the person who wants to own and rule Earth that Jesus 

is talking about. It is also about the people whose primary dream in life is to walk into 

Walmart and buy the place out. Where our hearts are…now THAT is what concerns 

Jesus. 

     If I were to force you to make a choice here and now – how many of the things of 

earth would you be willing to immediately give up for the things of heaven? And 

remember, most of things of heaven you won’t get until after you’ve died? I think that 

what you do during this Lent will indicate to you what your real values really are. 

     Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny his very self, take up his cross each 

day and follow in my steps. Whoever would save his life would lose it and whoever loses his life 

for my sake will save it. What profit does he show who gains the whole world and destroys 

himself in the process?” 

     I don’t know about you, but it sounds like I should listen to the whispers of my 

guardian angel. How about you?  I think you should too. 

 

*Inspired by Luke 9: 22-25 


